
 

 
 

 

19th February, 2020 

STATEMENT ON BENJAMIN RUTABANA 

International Relief and Human Rights Initiative (IRHRI) is a United States based Non-Governmental 

Organization, established and registered in 2014 under UBI Number 603-609-734 under the Washington 

Nonprofit Corporation Act, Revised Code of Washington Chapter 24.03; with Head Offices in Spokane, 

Washington. It already has programs in East Africa and the entire Great Lakes Region. It is fully 

operationalizing in Uganda under registration number INTR142201584NB with offices in Kigowa-Ntinda, 

Kampala. Its regional offices are in Nairobi, Kenya. 

 

IRHRI is committed to achieve respect for human rights, sustainable peace, stability, democracy and justice 

for all, research for evidence-based advocacy and policy change, free legal and humanitarian aid for the 

voiceless communities, and championing equal job opportunities. 

 

As part of its mandate, IRHRI received a complaint pertaining MR BENJAMIN RUTABANA, a French 

citizen, from his family for assistance in locating him after he went missing in September, 2019.  

 

IRHRI immediately launched an investigation into the matter and was able to establish that Mr Rutabana 

flew to Uganda on September 8, 2019 on passport number 16DA52086. IRHRI also learnt that upon arrival 

to Uganda, Mr Rutabana was arrested and held at Chieftancy of Military Intelligence (CMI) offices in 

Mbuya and later at Internal Security Organisation (ISO) for interrogation to establish the purpose of his 

visit to Uganda.  

 

IRHRI entirely acknowledges the complex role of security agencies to uphold and maintain security within 

the barriers they operate, and applauds Ugandan security forces for their continued dedication to keeping 

the country safe. However, IRHRI contends that the arrest was based on misinformation that portrayed Mr 

Rutabana as having ulterior motives over his visit to Uganda 

 

 



 

 
 

 

IRHRI engaged the law firm of Mushabe, Munungu & Co. Advocates based in Uganda to advocate for the 

release of Mr Rutabana. The firm filed an application dated February 12, 2020 to have Mr Rutabana 

unconditionally released. Upon hearing the matter, Justice Esta Nambayo of the High Court in Kampala 

ordered various government agencies being; CMI, ISO, Uganda Police Force (UPF), Directorate of 

Criminal Investigation (CID), Commandant Special Investigation Bureau (SIB) and the Attorney General 

to produce the body of Mr Rutabana in court on February 19, 2020. 

 

Dr David Mushabe counsel representing IRHRI and the family of Mr Rutabana appeared in court together 

with a dedicated Principal Government Attorney from the Attorney General’s chambers. The Government 

Attorney explained to the court the tireless efforts the government had put in to ensure that Mr Rutabana is 

released to his family. The attorney explained that given the bureaucracies involved in getting to the root 

of the matter and in order for the Ugandan government to deter any such happenings in the future, the 

government needed slightly more time before Mr Rutabana could be released to his family. After 

deliberations by the court and counsel present for IRHRI, the court directed that the matter be postponed to 

February 27, 2020 when the various government agencies shall be expected to present Mr Rutabana in 

court.  

 

To this end, IRHRI wishes to thank Dr Mushabe for putting up a spirited fight for the rights of Mr Rutabana. 

Dr Mushabe has spent sleepless nights talking to various government departments in pursuit of Mr 

Rutabana. He has been prudent in attending court sessions to represent Mr Rutabana and all the progress in 

the matter is directly attributable to his hard work. 

 

We also thank all the organizations in Uganda and beyond that have immeasurably helped us in this quest. 

Special mention to the United States of America Embassy in Kampala, Uganda, the Franch Embassy in 

Kampala, Uganda, Human Rights Watch, the Red Cross Uganda, Office of the United Nations High 

Commissioner for Human Rights, Uganda Human Rights Commission and European Union Delegation in 

Uganda, among many others who have continued to show us endless support in ensuring the release of Mr 

Rutabana.  

  



 

 
 

 

Similarly, we express deep gratitude to the entire agencies that make up the security organs of Uganda. 

These include the CMI, ISO, UPF, CID, SIB and many others who have continuously gone out of their way 

to provide us with assistance in this matter. In the same spirit, we greatly thank the office of the Attorney 

General together with the entire justice system, with special recognition to the Judge handling the matter 

and the Minister for Justice. All these institutions and individuals have displayed a high level of impartiality 

and confidence that justice shall indeed be done to Mr Rutabana.  

 

Finally, we must give special gratitude to the President of Uganda Mr Yoweri Museveni for his utmost 

assistance on this matter and his staunch belief in democracy and rule of law. Various ministries have been 

very resourceful to us due to good leadership by Mr Museveni. These include the Foreign Affairs Ministry, 

Internal Affairs Ministry, and the entirety of what comprises the office of the president.  

 

They have on uncountable occasions assured us and the family of Mr Rutabana that they will ensure his 

security from wherever he is being held until when he safely gets back to his home country. This is indeed 

an overwhelming demonstration of a country dedicated to respecting the rights of not only its citizens but 

also of their visitors and thereby enhancing democracy and the rule of law.  

 

We wish to pass our heartfelt condolences to the family, friends, colleagues and the people of Rwanda at 

large for the death of Kizito Mihigo. The circumstances leading to his death are quite unfortunate and 

regrettable. It is our wish that the government of Rwanda and all the stakeholders involved shall go out of 

their way to expeditiously conduct an investigation into the exact cause of Mihigo. We shall stand with our 

sister organization, Commonwealth Human Rights Initiative in unearthing the truth behind his sudden death 

and take all the necessary action to address any violation, denial or obstruction to his guaranteed rights.  

                                                    Thank you. 

GREG SIMITH HEAVENS  

FOUNDER, PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 

INTERNATIONAL RELIEF & HUMAN RIGHTS INITIATIVE  

 


